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Success Stories of Florida’s Education Reforms. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL – (February 3, 2004) - During a meeting of the Florida African American Educational Alliance, which convened on February 2, 2004, a local student and principal were recognized and honored for their achievements relating to Florida’s Education Reforms.  Principal Mary Allen, of John C. Riley Elementary School, contributed her accomplishment, of improving her “D” school into a “B” performing school, with the backing of a supportive superintendent and district, increased parental and community involvement, and positive attitudes from the students.  Under her leadership, the school adopted a “can do” philosophy.       
The John C. Riley Elementary School has been a Title I school for a number of years.  The current enrollment is 369 students.  The school serves Pre-K-5th grade.  The population is predominantly African American (89.0%0.  Other racial/ethnic groups include White (7.07%), Hispanic (2.62), Indian (0.26%), and Multiracial (1.05%).  Eighty-three percent of the enrollment is eligible for free or reduced lunch.  The A+ plan goals of accountability and improving student learning ensured that the John C. Riley Elementary School was provided with resources to accomplish these goals.  These resources assisted Allen with making significant improvements within a year’s time.

Antwon Williams, an African American student, was recognized for receiving the highest possible score on the 4th grade Florida Comprehensive Achievement Test (FCAT) Writing.  This test measures student learning from year to year and has become the strength of Florida’s accountability system.  Williams also showed improvements over the course of the year.  His parents, Jacquie and Anthony Williams, and his two brothers were present and are very proud of his accomplishments.             

---more---

Allen and Williams were rewarded with a Certificate of Achievement, trophy and monetary incentive from the Florida African American Education Alliance.    
Both are candidates for the Florida African American Education Alliance Teacher/Student of the Year. 

# # #

The Florida African American Education Alliance is an outreach organization designed to disseminate accurate information regarding Florida’s education reforms, and to encourage the active involvement and partnership of African American students, parents, educators and communities toward the continued improvement of education in our state.  
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